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and nation, stands on the corner of Front
and Market streets. The Girard National
Bank was originally huilt for the first United
States Bank, and Christ's Church, on Sec-
ond and Market streets, begun in 1695, is
one of the oldest buildings in the city. In
historic buildings Philadelphia equals Boston.
The magnificent Parkway begins at the
heart of the city and extends more than a
mile to the entrance to Fairmount park;
it contains many notable structures. First
among the modern buildings, in importance
and interest, is the city hall, usually known
by Philadelphians as the "public building."
This structure occupies nearly all of the
square at the intersection of Market and
Broad streets. It is 486 feet by 470 feet,
is constructed of marble, has a height of
ninety feet, with corner pavilions rising1 to
161 feet, central pavilions to 203 feet, and
a tower surmounted by a colossal statue
of Penn thirty-seven feet high, the top of
which is 548 feet from the ground. This
building is occupied by the county and city
offices, and has cost, including erection and
furnishings, nearly $25,000,000'. The tower
contains a clock with dials thirty feet in diam-
eter. Next in importance are the Federal
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buildings, including the United States mint,
on Spring Garden Street; the post-office,
which occupies the site of the first President's
mansion, on Market and Chestnut, between
Ninth and Tenth; the customhouse, near the
river, and the arsenal, on the south side of
the city, near the SchuylkilL
Other buildings, worthy of note because of
their architecture, are the Art Museum, the
Masonic Temple, the Odd Fellows' Hall, the
Young Men's Christian Association building,
 the Arcade building, the Betz building, the
Commonwealth Trust building, the Drexel
building and the terminal stations of the
Pennsylvania and the Beading railroads. The
Bourse building is the home of the Board
of Trade, and contains a large commer-
cial museum. Among the churches, the most
important are the Roman Catholic Cathedral,
the largest church in the city; the Arch
Street Methodist Episcopal, the Holy Trin-
ity, the Friends' Meeting House, on Arch
Street, and the First Presbyterian. Some
of America's greatest hotels are in the city.
Institutions. Chief among the educational
institutions is the University of Pennsylvania,
occupying a beautiful site west of the Schuyl-
kill and south of Market Street. Next is
Girard College, in the northern part of the
city. This is one of the most heavily-endowed
educational institutions in America. Temple
University has a very large enrolment. The
Drexel Institute has attained a wide reputa-
tion as an industrial school. Besides these
there are many other colleges and secondary
schools maintained by different religious or-
ganizations. Bryn Mawr College, a famous
college for women, is located a few miles
from the city. In the line of scientific and
art education should be mentioned the Acad-
emy of Natural Sciences, the Franklin in-
stitute, the School of Industrial Art, Academy
of Fine Arts, Johnson Art Collection, Acad-
emy of Music, Commercial Museum, Hor-
ticultural Hall, Botanical Gardens, and the
American Philosophical Society.
Philadelphia is well supplied with libraries.
The special libraries council of the city
reports 155 libraries and fifteen private col-
lections to which access may be had on re-
quest. That of the Library Company,
which is the public library, has over 250,000
volumes, and maintains, besides the central
library, fourteen branches in different parts
of the city. The University of Pennsylvania,
Girard College, Drexel Institute and other
institutes also have large libraries. Among
the institutions of a charitable nature are the
hospitals for the insane, the general and the
municipal hospitals and the Pennsylvania
Hospital, founded in 1751, at the instigation
of Benjamin Franklin. In addition to these
are numerous charitable institutions main-
tained by the different religious denomina-
tions of the city.
Commerce and Industry. Philadelphia is
one of the great industrial centers of the eoun-

